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M asking -t aps 



Masking tapes for such use am im^^ - 
~ such for exatnp,, as ^ZZ^Zl fonaS ° f fOSm 

^^w^ZZ^T™ ■ 08 885 660 

ftlded ^ « »*ich are essentially ribbon-hke „ ^ ''' 
^..O^ These ribbon-like tapes have adhesive on one^d! 
for attachment to the fixed structure. onones.de 

Despite the continued deveiopmen, ofdtese asking tapes, problem m 
ZTTT' ° M — so as to be correctly 

^closed and- worse -tnaybe no, even then. Exposed adhesive, for aootf.er.p^ 
^^^^^^^^^^^ 

^.«ep I c^ , ^° nProVi<te 

Toe invention comprises a masking f 0am tape used in soravin* 
automobile doors and like openings to prevent Denem*^ , 8 

pcnings to prevent penetration of spray through the unsealed 
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section 



^iv, ^ „* tae, edge rf* e d * "*» ""^ b ' '* 

^ound when the door* ciosed. € ^ PrW ^ bei * fc «-«<°o r and 

f ^ ttefflbo <^<>f*ein«^^ 
with reference to Figure 3 of the accomn,™,, , ■ a * Uyasd * xnb * d 



ditnension. 

^^endt^yoe^o,^^^^^ 
to two tapes ou, ofe singie wide, tape, each with a coid weided, rounded edge, 
sub^ti,, ^ ^ °° * later* Projection, which may be, fo .ength 



Tlie lateral projection may be necked. 
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The tape may have its substantially r«* a * . 
™ - -Wv. end so as to have toZ / °° ^ 

*«, fcapesoid* ( ^ f ° r * ^ «d) a 

A tape, even without a lateral nm;^^ 
adhesive-free^, "tmout * lateral projection, may be Decked at its tapered 

Conventionally, automobile doors, when sprayed in situ in the door 

»• be apphed, best practice reouires that me ma* be pee.ed offand any hard edges 

me edge ofme door and the surround, me area covered hv • 

area covered by the pruner ts not necessarily 

the same as mat covered by the top coa, which leaves an untidy appearance. 

As me tapered edge of the tape, which is effectively the sealing portion 
thereof being, when closed on, trapped between the surround and the door or other 
member rim. ha, no adhesive, , can readiiy be adjusted - the trapping acdon ,eav»g 

l"'! , '" aMra :* e "T* e * P ° Sed * aSabat »" no h*d edge 

consuming. 



formation, saving a rubbing-down operation which is time 



Embodiments of foam products comprising masking foam tapes and 
memoes for masking using the same will now be described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which:- 

Figure 1 is a cross section of one embodiment; 
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Figure 2 is a cross-section of another embodiment; and 

Figure 3 is a diagrammatic section showing a tape according to F igure 
1 in position between a door and a door post of an 
automobile. 

Figures 1 to 3 illustrate a masking foam tape 1 1 adapted for use in sprays * 
automobile doors 12 and like openings to prevent penetration of spray through hi 
unsealed gap 13 between door 12 and door surround (post 14, Figure 3). The tapes 1 1 
have elongate substantially rectangular sections having major dimension A at least twice 
but not more than four times its minor dimension B and having at one end 11 a of its 
elongate section adhesive 15 for attachment at the opening and being tapered and free of 
adhesive at the other end 1 lb thereof. 

< 

Typical values for A and B are 25mm and 10mm respectfully. 

The adhesive 15 is confined to athin strip along one race of the tape 11 
having the major dimension A. The strip may be, say, 2mm in from the edge and some 
8mm wide. 

The tapered and in Figure 1 is rounded, in Figure 2, faceted - generally, the 
cross-section is that of a bullet. 

Figure 3, shows how the tape 1 1 of Figure 1 (Figure 2 would be the same) 
is applied by attaching it by its adhesive strip 15 around the inner edge 16 of the door 12 
so as to project, by its adhesive-free tapered edge 1 lb, around the door 12 beyond the rim 
thereof and closing the door 12 to position the projecting part between door 12 and 
surround 14. 
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As there is no adhesive in the region where the foam is trapped, any 
nuspositioning may be readily adjusted by manually or perhaps automatically re- 
positioning the tape - modest finger pressure suffices, but, of course, a robotic 
mechanism could be trained to do this. 



With the dimensions quoted, no difficulty is experienced in bending the 
strip to conform to a corner. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A masking foam tape used in spraying automobile doors and like openings 

to prevent penetration of spray through the unsealed gap between door and door 
surround, having an elongate substantially rectangular section having major dimension 
at least twice but not more than four times its minor dimension and having at one end of 
its elongate section adhesive for attachment at the opening and being tapered and free of 
adhesive at the other end thereof; and being attached by its adhesive around the inner 
edge of the door so as to project, by its adhesive-free tapered edge, around the door 
beyond the rim thereof, the projecting part being between door and surround when the 
door is closed. 



2. A masking foam tape used in spraying automobile doors and like openings 

to prevent penetration of spray through the unsealed gap between door and door surround .-' • 
according to claim 1, substantially as described with reference to Figure 3 of the 
accompanying drawings. 



